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Near the Cross (excerpt) 

Near the cross, a trembling soul, 
Love and Mercy found me; 
There the bright and morning star 
Sheds its beams around me. 

Near the cross! O Lamb of God, 
Bring its scenes before me; 
Help me walk from day to day, 
With its shadows o’er me. 

Near the cross I’ll watch and wait 
Hoping, trusting ever, 
Till I reach the golden strand, 
Just beyond the river. 

- Fanny J. Crosby 
 

This work was commissioned for the 2010 Good Friday Fraser-Area Ecumenical Service, hosted by 
Peace Presbyterian Church, where it will receive its premiere, with the composer at the piano. 
 
Special thanks to each of the participating church communities and their choir directors: 
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 Barbara Robinson, St. Michaels Catholic Community 
 Jan Schenk, Christ United Methodist Church 
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