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CONCERTO FOR SAXOPHONE QUARTET, WINDS, AND PERCUSSION is a three-movement work based on 

a single melodic line. This line serves as the theme in the opening movement’s theme and variations, as the 

blueprint for developments in the second movement, and as a template for the harmonic language in the finale. 

Although there are moments of individual solos throughout the concerto, I have largely treated the saxophone 

quartet as a single, multi-timbral soloist, calling upon tight ensemble playing. 

 

I. INVERTED VARIATIONS – The main idea of this movement is that the soloists and ensemble are heading in 
separate directions through a theme and variations. The ensemble begins with very fast, violent notes, while 
the soloists begin with slow, calm ones. As the variations progress, the soloists begin to play faster, and the 
ensemble begins to slow down. Eventually, both groups begin to synch up in similar rhythmic values, 
leading to the first real presentation of the theme. This leads to growing rhythmic tension, which erupts and 
breaks down as we approach the cadenza. The last few variations mirror the first few, but with the two 
groups growing farther apart rhythmically. By the end of the movement, both groups have switched places, 
with the saxophones playing very fast glissandi, and the ensemble playing very slow notes. 10:00 

	
  
II. SIMPLE SARABANDE – This lyrical movement almost functions as a rondo, but with gradually expanding 

statements. The soloists introduce fragments of a melodic idea as an introduction, followed by a slightly 
more complete first statement. The statement is interrupted by a short bridge, which is followed by an even 
more complete statement. This same pattern continues throughout the movement, as thematic statements and 
interruptions continue to expand in telescopic fashion. 6:30 

	
  
III. DANCING WATER – This movement is characterized by frequent, jumping entrances from the saxophones 

shaded with bright colors in the orchestra. Although not intended to be programmatic, these attacks by the 
saxophones reminded me of the smooth, choreographed laminar fountains often seen in public spaces. 
Throughout this movement, the soloists are constantly shifting the fluidity of their lines, sometimes by 
playing only two notes, others, playing dozens. By the end of this finale, the saxes have traced their way 
through the entire melodic theme that had been introduced in the first two movements. 7:30  

	
  
The approximate duration of this work is 24 minutes. 

 

 
 
 



 
CONCERTO FOR SAXOPHONE QUARTET, WINDS, AND PERCUSSION 

was commissioned by a consortium led by the h2 Quartet. 
 

Consortium Members: 
 

The h2 Quartet: 
 

Geoffrey Deibel 
Jeffrey Loeffert 

Kimberly Goddard Loeffert 
Jonathan Nichol 

 
Florida Atlantic University 

Kyle Prescott, Director of Bands 
 

University of Kansas 
Paul Popiel, Director of Bands 

 
Michigan State University 

Kevin Sedatole, Director of Bands 
 

University of Oklahoma 
William Wakefield, Director of Bands 

 
Oklahoma State University 

Joseph P. Missal, Director of Bands 
 

Southeastern Oklahoma State University 
Jacob Wallace, Director of Bands 

 
Wichita State University 

Victor Markovich, Director of Bands 
 

 
 

For more information about this piece or any others written by Kevin Wilt, please visit: 

www.kevinwilt.com 

or contact the composer at: 

kevin@kevinwilt.com 

734.531.VINE 

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



 

 
 

Flute 1 
Flute 2 

Piccolo (dbl. Flute 3) 
 

Oboe 1 
Oboe 2 

English Horn (dbl. Oboe 3 
 

Clarinet in Bb 1 
Clarinet in Bb 2 
Clarinet in Bb 3 

Bass Clarinet in Bb (dbl. Clarinet in Bb 3) 
 

Bassoon 1 
Bassoon 2 

Contrabassoon 
 

Horn in F 1 
Horn in F 2 
Horn in F 3 
Horn in F 4 

 
Trumpet in Bb 1 
Trumpet in Bb 2 
Trumpet in Bb 3 

 
Trombone 1 
Trombone 2 

Bass Trombone 
 

Euphonium (optional) 
Tuba 

Contrabass 
 

Soprano Saxophone in Bb (solo) 
Alto Saxophone in Eb (solo) 

Tenor Saxophone in Bb (solo) 
Baritone Saxophone in Eb (solo) 

 
Timpani 

 
Percussion (3 players) 

 
Percussion 1: Medium Snare Drum, Suspended Cymabl, Tam-tam, Vibraphone (shared) 
Percussion 2: Large Bass Drum, Xylophone, Glockenspiel, Marimba 
Percussion 3: Ratchet, Lion’s Roar, Vibraphone (shared), Crash Cymbals, Bongos, Chimes, Claves 

 
Harp 

Piano (dbl. Celesta) 
 

 
 

 





°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

{

{

Copyright © 2014 Whistling Vine Music.

ASCAP. All rights reserved.

www.kevinwilt.com

1

Flutes 2

Piccolo

(dbl. Flute 3)

1

  

2

Oboes   

English Horn

1

Clarinets in Bb 2

Bass Clarinet in Bb

(dbl. Clarinet 3)

1

  

2

Bassoons   

Contrabassoon

(dbl. Bassoon 3)

1

  

2

Horns in F   

3

4

1

2

Trumpets in Bb    

3

1

2

Trombones    

3

Euphonium

(optional)

Tuba

Contrabass

Soprano Saxophone

Alto Saxophone

Tenor Saxophone

Baritone Saxophone

Timpani

1

Percussion 2

3

Harp

Piano

(dbl. Celesta)

mf ff
mp ff

Violently q = 104

mp ff

pp ff

mp ff

pp ff

mp ff

pp ff

mp ff

pp ff

mp ff pp ff

mp ff

pp ff

mp ff

pp ff

mp ff
pp ff

Violently q = 104

mp ff

pp ff

sffz

mp
p

Violently q = 104

mp p

mp p

mp

p

sffz

sffz ff

sffz ff

ff

MMMOMNMM

mf ff F§ 

C# 

mf ff

1 2 3 4 5 6

3

4

4

4

3

2

3

4

4

4

3

2

3

4

4

4

3

2

&

TRANSPOSED SCORE

quasi gliss.

asynchronous
>

∑

quasi gliss.

asynchronous

>

∑

Introduction
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