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NEVERMORE is a tone poem that portrays Edgar Allan Poe's famous work, The Raven.  The 

structure of the poem is mirrored in this work's formal design.  The raven's infamous response, 

“Nevermore,” serves as a refrain, responding to the questions of the main character.  This refrain is 

represented musically with a peculiar melodic idea that separates one episode from another. 

 

The pitch material in this piece is generated from two sonorities: the augmented triad and the half-

diminished seventh chord.  The refrain sections (rehearsal numbers 77, 209, and 283) are constructed 

out of a single augmented triad.  The symmetry of this chord allows each refrain to use the same 

pitches, while also allowing the harmonic motion to move into the new key of each subsequent 

episode.  Pairs of half-diminished chords, a whole-step apart, generate the pitches for each episodic 

tonal area: Eb minor, G minor, and B minor. 

 

I chose to write Nevermore using this harmonic language as homage to Bernard Herrmann. This was 

not only out of fondness for his music, but because of the similarities between Poe and Herrmann’s 

frequent collaborator, Alfred Hitchcock. I would like to think that if Poe had been a film maker, 

Herrmann’s music would have been just as fitting his films as it was for Hitchcock’s. 

 

You may notice the occasional oddly spelled harmony in the score. Given the highly chromatic nature 

of this piece, enharmonic spellings are frequently employed to facilitate easier reading for the 

individual players at the expense of simplifying the score. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Nevermore was completed in May 2008 and revised in October 2009. It was premiered in  
March, 2010 by Paul Popiel and the Indiana University Concert Band. 

 
 

The approximate duration of this work is eleven minutes. 
 
 

For more information about this piece or any others written by Kevin Wilt, please visit: 

www.kevinwilt.com 

or contact the composer at: 

kevin@kevinwilt.com 

734.531.VINE 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Piccolo 
2 Flutes 

 
2 Oboes 

English Horn 
 

Clarinet in Eb 
3 Clarinets in Bb 

Bass Clarinet in Bb 
Contrabass Clarinet in Bb 

 
2 Bassoons 

Contrabassoon 
 

Soprano Saxophone in Bb 
Alto Saxophone in Eb 

Tenor Saxophone in Bb 
Baritone Saxophone in Eb 

 
4 Horns in F 

 
3 Trumpets in Bb 

 
2 Tenor Trombones 

Bass Trombone 
 

Euphonium 
Tuba 

 
Double Bass 

 
Piano 

 
Timpani 

 
Percussion (4 players) 

 
Percussion 1: Marimba, Large Concert Bass Drum 
Percussion 2: Large Tam-tam (bowed and struck), Vibraphone, Whip 
Percussion 3: Bowed Crotales, Xylophone, Chimes 
Percussion 4: Orchestra Bells, Four Large Concert Tom-toms, Large Brake Drum 

 
 
 
 

Nevermore may be performed with one player on a part.  
However, the number of players may be proportionally  

expanded at the conductor's discretion. 
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TRANSPOSED SCORE

Copyright © 2009 Whistling Vine Music. 

All rights reserved. ASCAP. 
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Picc.

                   1

Fl.   

2

Eng. Hn.

Eb Cl.

1

Cl.       2

3

Bs. Cl.

Cb. Cl.

1

Bsn.   

2

Cbsn.

             Sop.

             Alto

 

 

Saxes    

            Tenor

            Bari.

1

2

Hn.   

3

4

1

Tpt.   

2

3

1

2

Tbn.   

3

Euph.

Tuba

Db. Bs.

Piano

Timp.

1

2

(Tam-tam)

Perc.   

3

4

Tempo I h = 44

283

cresc.

mp

ppp

ppp

ppp cresc.

ff dim.

ppp

ppp

mp

mp

mp

ppp n

ppp n

ppp n

ppp n

ppp

Tempo I h = 44

ppp

mp

ppp

a2

mp

mp

mp

mp

ppp

Tempo I h = 44

283

ppp ghostly and  scratchy mp

283 284 285 286

2

2

2

2

2

2

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑

sneak breaths when needed

h
6 6 12

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

&

∑ ∑ ∑

sneak breaths when needed

&

∑ ∑

one player only

sneak breaths when needed

12

&

∑

one player only

sneak breaths when needed

h h

&

∑ ∑ ∑

one player only

sneak breaths when needed

6 6

&

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

?

&

∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑

&

-

&

-

&

&

∑ ∑ ∑

-

?

?

?

?

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/

∑ ∑ ∑

&

Marimba, Soft yarn mallets

/

Bowed Tam-tam, bow freely

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

/

*if parts are doubled, players should be asynchronous

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

œb
œ

œb

œb

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œb
œ

œb

œb

œ

œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œb

œ œ

œ wb ˙
™ œ œ

œb œ
œ

œn

œb

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œb
œ

œ
œn

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œb
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ

œ
œ
œ

œ

œ#

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ#

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ#

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œb

œ œ

œ wb ˙ ™
œ œ

œb œ
œ

œ

œ

b

œ

œ

b

#

œ

œ
œ

œ

w

w

b ˙

˙
™
™

œ

œ

b

#

œ

œ

b

#
œ

œ

b œ

œ

œ

œ

n

#

œ

œ œ

œ w ˙ ™
œ œ

œ œ

œ#

w w

w<b> w

w w

w w

w

w<b>

w

w

w

w

˙

˙b
™

™
œ

œ

w

w

b w

w

w

w

˙

˙

b

™

™
œ

œ

œb

œ œ

œ wb ˙ ™
œ œ

œb œ
œ

˙ ™ œ

œ

œb

œ

œb

œ

œ œ

œ

n w

wb

˙

˙ ™
™

œ

œb

œ

œb œ

œ

n

b

œ

œ œ
œ
#

œb

œb œ

œ wb ˙
™ œb œb

œb œ
œ

œ

œ œ

œ w ˙ ™
œ œ

œ œ

œ#

œ

œ# œ

œ w ˙ ™
œ# œ#

œ œ œb

æææ

w
w

w

wb

b

b

w w w w

NEVERMORE

51



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

Picc.

                   1

Fl.   

2

Eng. Hn.

Eb Cl.

1

Cl.       2

3

Bs. Cl.

Cb. Cl.

1

Bsn.   

2

Cbsn.

             Sop.

             Alto

 

 

Saxes    

            Tenor

            Bari.

1

2

Hn.   

3

4

1

Tpt.   

2

3

1

2

Tbn.   

3

Euph.

Tuba

Db. Bs.

Piano

Timp.

1

(Marimba)

2

(Tam-tam)

Perc.   

3

(Crotales)

4

ppp

Headjoint only - bend pitch by inserting 

little finger, and withdrawing slowly

ff pp

ff dim.

ppp

cresc.

ppp

cresc.

ff dim.

ppp

cresc.

ff dim.

ppp

ff ppp

ppp cresc.

ff dim.

ff ppp

pp

pp

pp

pp

p take over from brass

p take over from brass

p take over from brass

p take over from brass

p n

p n

p n

pp

pp

pp

pp

mp

ppp

ppp mp ppp

ppp

287 289 290

&

∑

&

h
12 6 6 6 6

&

sneak breaths when needed

h h

6 6 6 6

&

∑

&

6
3 6

3

&

12

&

h

&

h h
6 6

6 6

&

&

∑ ∑ ∑

?

?

&

∑ ∑ ∑

-

&

∑ ∑ ∑

-
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∑ ∑ ∑

-

&

∑ ∑ ∑

-
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3 3
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3 3

&

∑
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∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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/

&

∑

Bowed Crotales, bow freely

/

∑

&

Bells, Soft rubber mallets

*if parts are doubled, players should be asynchronous
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Picc.

                   1

Fl.   

2

Eng. Hn.

Eb Cl.

1

Cl.       2

3

Bs. Cl.

Cb. Cl.

1

Bsn.   

2

Cbsn.

             Sop.

             Alto

 

 

Saxes    

            Tenor

            Bari.

1

2

Hn.   

3

4

1

Tpt.   

2

3

1

2

Tbn.   

3

Euph.

Tuba

Timp.

1

(Marimba)

2

(Tam-tam)

Perc.   

3

(Crotales)

4

(Bells)

sim. ff pp

ff dim.

ppp

cresc.

cresc. ff dim.

ff ppp

ppp

ppp

ff ppp

ppp
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ppp

ppp
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ppp

mp ppp
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291 292 293 294

&

∑
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Fl.   
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1

Ob.   

2

Eng. Hn.

Eb Cl.

1

Cl.       2

3

Bs. Cl.

Cb. Cl.

1

Bsn.   

2

Cbsn.

             Sop.

             Alto

 

 

Saxes    

            Tenor

            Bari.

1

2

Hn.   

3

4

1

Tpt.   

2

3

1

2

Tbn.   

3

Euph.

Tuba

Db. Bs.

Timp.

1

(Marimba)

2

(Tam-tam)

Perc.   

3

(Crotales)

4

(Bells)

296

cresc.

ff dim.

ff dim. ppp

p legato

ppp p legato

p legato
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p legato
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p legato
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