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UNSUNG ODE is meant to honor the work and dedication of music teachers. Caitlin and I wanted to 

bring the listener into the routine of the studio music teacher, trudging through excuses, difficult parents, 

and the same scales and warm-ups year after year. We also wanted the audience to understand the pains 

and triumphs that teachers share with their students, and how deeply music teachers are invested. 

 

The piece is structured in three episodes, each a recreation of a different music lesson between teacher 

(vocalist) and student (alto saxophone). After a pompous introduction, the vocalist-as-music teacher 

sighs, and begins to recount the routine of scales and hand positions, followed by a sample lesson of the 

student comically disappointing her. The last element of each episode is the teacher reflecting on 

whether she has done enough to nurture the student’s creative spark. The piece ends with the largest 

reflection yet, with the teacher seeing the student move on to the next phase of their life, hoping they 

made a difference in their student’s love of music. 

 
K e v i n   W i l t 

 
 
 

The approximate duration of this work is 6:00.  

 
For more information about this piece or any others written by Kevin Wilt, please visit: 

www.kevinwilt.com 

or contact the composer at: 

kevin@kevinwilt.com 
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UNSUNG ODE

CAITLIN VINCENT

Commissioned by the Florida State Music Teachers Association for their 2019 FSMTA Conference.

Premiered by Megan Ihnen, mezzo-soprano, and Alan Theisen, alto saxophone.

This work is dedicated to the music teachers of those who created it. Without them, none of us would be where we are now.

KEVIN WILT
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