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When tasked with composing a work for two violas, two cellos, and two basses, my first thoughts were to
the range of the ensemble. This is essentially an ensemble of low voices, after all. I sought to maximize
this feature by creating a work focused on establishing a complex bass line groove one element at a time.

GROOVE INCUBATION does just that.

The piece opens with several textural elements trying to establish a basic harmonic language. Eventually,
the task moves toward discovering a simple pulse, then a basic meter, and so on, until the first element is
solidified in the basses. The piece continues this process, adding layers one at a time, until it builds into a
dense stacking of rhythmic ideas, complete with several percussive elements as a kind of trap set
surrogate.

This work was composed as part of the 2013 Fresh Inc. chamber music workshop hosted by Fifth House
Ensemble.

This version for string quartet was written in 2024 for the Con Brio Quartet.

KEVIN WILT

Index of Symbols:

sul ponticello + non-vibrato - ord. + molto vibrato

| ord. + molto vibrato = sul ponticello + non-vibrato

Chop: Mute strings with L.H., and bow a short down bow at the frog to create a crisp
bluegrass effect.

Tambura Slap: Slap dampened strings onto fingerboard for percussive bluegrass effect.

M”k

The approximate duration of this work is 7:30.

For more information about this piece or any others written by Kevin Wilt, please visit:
www.kevinwilt.com
or contact the composer at:
kevin@kevinwilt.com
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