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When
tasked
with
composing
a
work
for
two
violas,
two
cellos,
and
two
basses,
my
first
thoughts
were
to
the
range
of 
the
ensemble.
This
is
essentially
an
ensemble
of 
low
voices,
after
all.
I
sought
to
maximize
this
feature
by
creating
a
work
focused
on
establishing
a
complex
bass
line
groove
one
element
at
a
time.
GROOVE
INCUBATION
does
just
that.









The
piece
opens
with
several
textural
elements
trying
to
establish
a
basic
harmonic
language.
Eventually,
the
task
moves
toward
discovering
a
simple
pulse,
then
a
basic
meter,
and
so
on,
until
the
first
element
is
solidified
in
the
basses.
The
piece
continues
this
process,
adding
layers
one
at
a
time,
until
it
builds
into
a
dense
 stacking
 of 
 rhythmic
 ideas,
 complete
 with
 several
 percussive
 elements
 as
 a
 kind
 of 
 trap
 set
surrogate.

This
work
was
composed
as
part
of 
the
2013
Fresh
Inc.
chamber
music
workshop
hosted
by
Fifth
House
Ensemble.

This
version
for
string
quartet
was
written
in
2024
for
the
Con
Brio
Quartet.

The
approximate
duration
of 
this
work
is
7:30.

For
more
information
about
this
piece
or
any
others
written
by
Kevin
Wilt,
please
visit:
www.kevinwilt.com

or
contact
the
composer
at:
kevin@kevinwilt.com

sul
ponticello
+
non-vibrato



ord.
+
molto
vibrato

ord.
+
molto
vibrato



sul
ponticello
+
non-vibrato

Chop:
Mute
strings
with
L.H.,
and
bow
a
short
down
bow
at
the
frog
to
create
a
crisp
bluegrass
effect.

Tambura
Slap:
Slap
dampened
strings
onto
fingerboard
for
percussive
bluegrass
effect.
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     


   


 






     


   


   


 

 



   








   









 









 









 










  









  


    






 











 












col	legno

col	legno

pizz. (all	ord.	pizz	should	be	played	in	a	quasi-jazz	fashion,	closer	to	the	fingerboard.)

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vcl.


 

 

 

61

60 61 62 63 64 65 66

  

  


    


  





 

 



  

   


  


   


  


  




 








 























  







 





 






  



 



   





  

  












Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vcl.

69

67 68 69 70 71

 




 



    


  


     

   
 
   


  



  


  




    


  


     

   
 
   


  

 









 








 







































 



 



 










 














with	a	little	pulse	developing

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vcl.
  

72 73 74 75 76
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 





         



     



              


 


 

   

 



  


                


 




 

   

    
             


 



 


  




  




 


     







 














	=	112 poco	accel.	towards	m.m.	104

sul	pont.
hide	bow	change

sul	pont.
hide	bow	change

sul	pont.
hide	bow	change

Bartók	pizz.

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vcl.

   

 

77

77 78 79 80 81





     

 
            




  





  


                




  





            







 

 


 


    













Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vcl.

 

 



82 83 84
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





   



                




    






 



  


                




    






 



            






  

 

   


         














dim.

Solo
ord.	pizz.

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vcl.

  

 






85

85 86 87 88











             



  


            


 



   

   


                


   


 





     






 




   












Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vcl.



   

 
 



89 90 91 92
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



   





               









 


   

  

  


                


 




 


 



  




  

 


  



 


 

  
 


 


 


    

 

 




 


 












ord.
Solo

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vcl.

  

 



93

93 94 95 96 97





     




                 















 


 

   





                


 





 




               

 

 




 


    


  







 


 

  
 


 










Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vcl.









101

98 99 100 101 102
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





               




 





 

 





 






   



                


 




 

 

 

 

 


              


 


    

 

 




 


   


 




 


  












Settling	in ( 	=	176)

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vcl.





103 104 105 106 107

  



 









































































































 

 


   




   

   



    
   

 
 

 






  



 

  




    


         

     
  


    




   


 












= ( 	=	88) poco	accel.	towards	m.m.	156

	exchange	w/	Viola

	exchange	w/	Violin	2

bring	out

bring	out

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vcl.
 

109

108 109 110 111 112
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




































































































   




       


   

 

 

 







 
   

   

         

     
  


    




   


 










Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vcl.
 

113 114 115 116




















































































































  





 







       




 

   



      

  


 
         

     
  


    




   


 












deliberately	heavy

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vcl.
 

117

117 118 119 120

                               













 





 





 

       




 

   



      

   

         

     
  


    




   


 












sul	pont.

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vcl.
 

121 122 123 124
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                               



     



  

          




  


   

  




 

   



      

   

         

         



        


 











cresc.	poco	a	poco

cresc.	poco	a	poco

cresc.	poco	a	poco

cresc.	poco	a	poco

gradually	to	ord.

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vcl.




125

125 126 127 128

                               

     



            





  


   

 
    

    

   

         

         


   

   

   

         

         



        


 










Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vcl.

 




129 130 131 132



                               



    

              


       


              


  




   

 
    

    

            


         


      



   

         

         



        


 












ord.

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vcl.

 

 




133

133 134 135 136
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                               

    

         


   

   


       


         


      


  


   

 
    

    

   

         

         


   

   

   

         

         



        


 










Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vcl.

 

 




137 138 139 140







  


 





  


  



    

              


       


              


  



      
    

    

             

    
    


      



   

         

     
  


     




   


 












Solo

espress.

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vcl.

   

 

 



141

141 142 143 144





  


 





  


  

    

              


       


              


  

      
    

    

             

    
    


      

   

         

     
  


    




    

 










Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vcl.

   

 

 

 

145 146 147 148
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

 



 
  


 






  



 

 



 
  


  




 
  



 



   

 
    


   


   



 
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